German Translation Practice

sUMMARY STATEMENTS FROM 5 SECTIONS OF 

Karl Barth’s Church Dogmatics 
§ 33, 47, 50, 59, fRAGMENT
We have access through Duke University to the online digital edition of the new edition of the Church Dogmatics at the The Digital Karl Barth Library. Here is the link for Duke students who have NetID and Password:
http://library.duke.edu/metasearch/db/id/DUK02472
The public link is:
http://solomon.dkbl.alexanderstreet.com/
The Digital Karl Barth Library has English and German versions of the Church Dogmatics plus Evangelical Theology and some of his other works. 

For recommendations on what to read from the Church Dogmatics, see Ben Myer’s blog post  

“The best bits of Barth's dogmatics: or, how to read the CD on your holiday”
http://faith-theology.blogspot.com/2009/05/best-bits-of-barths-dogmatics-or-how-to.html
Ben writes:
I suggested the following five sections – for me, these are the great peaks of the CD, the sections where you meet Barth at his very best. And these are the bits that I tend to revisit most often myself:

· from II/2: §33 (on election)

· from III/2: §47 (on time)

· from III/3: §50 (on the nothingness)

· from IV/1: §59.1 (on the Son in a far country)

· the IV/4 fragment (on baptism)
So I thought I would try to translate the opening summary statement from each.    
GERMAN:
§ 33 Die Erwählung Jesu Christi. In KD Band II,2
Publication Year: 1980
Composition Year: 1942
DIE ERWÄHLUNG JESU CHRISTI 

Die Gnadenwahl ist der ewige Anfang aller Wege und Werke Gottes in Jesus Christus, in welchem Gott in freier Gnade sich selbst für den sündigen Menschen und den sündigen Menschen für sich bestimmt und also die Verwerfung des Menschen mit allen ihren Folgen auf sich selber nimmt und den Menschen erwählt zur Teilnahme an seiner eigenen Herrlichkeit. 
§ 47 Der Mensch in seiner Zeit. In KD Band III,2
Publication Year: 1980
Composition Year: 1948
DER MENSCH IN SEINER ZEIT 

Der Mensch ist in der ihm gegebenen Frist seines vergangenen, gegenwärtigen und künftigen Lebens. Der vor ihm war und nach ihm sein wird und also sein Sein begrenzt, ist der ewige Gott, sein Schöpfer und Bundesgenosse. Er ist die Hoffnung, in der der Mensch in seiner Zeit leben darf. 
§ 50 Gott und das Nichtige. In KD Band III,3
Publication Year: 1980
Composition Year: 1950
GOTT UND DAS NICHTIGE 

Unter Gottes Verfügung ereignet sich auch die Bedrohung und tatsächliche Verderbnis des Weltgeschehens durch das dem Willen des Schöpfers und darum auch der guten Natur seines Geschöpfes feindselig entgegengesetzte Nichtige. Indem er es durch seine in Jesus Christus erschienene und kräftige Barmherzigkeit gerichtet hat, entscheidet er darüber, wo und wie, in welchem Umfange und in welchem dienenden Verhältnis zu seinem Wort und Werk bis zur allgemeinen Offenbarung seiner schon vollbrachten Widerlegung und Erledigung auch es noch immer zur Geltung kommen darf. 
§ 59 Der Gehorsam des Sohnes Gottes. In KD Band IV,1
Publication Year: 1980
Composition Year: 1953
DER GEHORSAM DES SOHNES GOTTES 

Daß Jesus Christus wahrer Gott ist, erweist sich in seinem Weg in die Fremde, in der er, der Herr, zum Knecht wurde. Denn es geschah in der Herrlichkeit des wahren Gottes, daß der ewige Sohn seinem ewigen Vater darin gehorsam wurde, daß er sich selbst dazu hergab und erniedrigte, des Menschen Bruder zu werden, sich neben ihn, den Übertreter zu stellen, ihn damit zu richten, daß er sich selbst an seiner Stelle richten und in den Tod geben ließ. Gott der Vater aber hat ihn von den Toten erweckt und sein Leiden und Sterben eben damit als die für uns, als unsere Umkehrung zu ihm hin, vollbrachte Rechtstat und so als unsere Errettung vom Tode zum Leben anerkannt und in Kraft gesetzt. 
Die Begründung des christlichen Lebens. In KD Band IV,4 (Fragment). 
Publication Year: 1980
Composition Year: 1967
DIE BEGRÜNDUNG DES CHRISTLICHEN LEBENS 

Eines Menschen Wendung zur Treue gegen Gott und so zu dessen Anrufung ist des treuen Gottes eigenes Werk, das, in der Geschichte Jesu Christi vollkommen geschehen, vermöge deren erweckender, belebender und erleuchtender Macht als seine Taufe mit dem Heiligen Geist zum Neubeginn gerade seines Lebens wird. 
Der erste Schritt seines Gott gegenüber treuen und also seines christlichen Lebens ist seine in eigener Entscheidung von der Gemeinde begehrte und durch sie vollzogene Taufe mit Wasser als das verbindliche Bekenntnis seines Gehorsams, seiner Umkehr, seiner Hoffnung, abgelegt in der Bitte um Gottes Gnade, in der er ihrer Freiheit die Ehre gibt. 
ENGLISH:

§ 33 The Election of Jesus Christ. In CD Volume II,2
Publication Year: 1957
Composition Year: 1942
THE ELECTION OF JESUS CHRIST 

The election of grace is the eternal beginning of all the ways and works of God in Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ God in His free grace determines Himself for sinful man and sinful man for Himself. He therefore takes upon Himself the rejection of man with all its consequences, and elects man to participation in His own glory.
§ 47 Man in His Time. In CD Volume III,2

Publication Year: 1960
Composition Year: 1948
MAN IN HIS TIME 

Man lives in the allotted span of his present, past and future life. He who was before him and will be after him, and who therefore fixes the boundaries of his being, is the eternal God, his Creator and Covenant-partner. He is the hope in which man may live in his time.
§ 50 God and Nothingness. In CD Volume III,3
Publication Year: 1960
Composition Year: 1950
GOD AND NOTHINGNESS [note]Many terms have been considered for das Nichtige, including the Latin nihil which has sometimes been favoured. Preferring a native term, and finding constructions like "the null" too artificial and "the negative" or "nonexistent " not quite exact, we have finally had to make do with "nothingness." It must be clearly grasped, however, that it is not used in its more common and abstract way, but in the secondary sense, to be filled out from Barth's own definitions and delimitations, of "that which is not."-Ed. 

Under the control of God world-occurrence is threatened and actually corrupted by the nothingness which is inimical to the will of the Creator and therefore to the nature of His good creature. God has judged nothingness by His mercy as revealed and effective in Jesus Christ. Pending the final revelation that it is already refuted and abolished, God determines the sphere, the manner, the measure and the subordinate relationship to His Word and work in which it may still operate.
§ 59 The Obedience of the Son of God. In CD Volume IV,1
Publication Year: 1956
Composition Year: 1953
THE OBEDIENCE OF THE SON OF GOD 

That Jesus Christ is very God is shown in His way into the far country in which He the Lord became a servant. For in the majesty of the true God it happened that the eternal Son of the eternal Father became obedient by offering and humbling Himself to be the brother of man, to take His place with the transgressor, to judge him by judging Himself and dying in his place. But God the Father raised Him from the dead, and in so doing recognised and gave effect to His death and passion as a satisfaction made for us, as our conversion to God, and therefore as our redemption from death to life.
The Foundation of the Christian Life. In CD Volume IV,4 (Fragment).
Publication Year: 1969
Composition Year: 1967
THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

A man's turning to faithfulness to God, and consequently to calling upon Him, is the work of this faithful God which, perfectly accomplished in the history of Jesus Christ, in virtue of the awakening, quickening and illuminating power of this history, becomes a new beginning of life as his baptism with the Holy Spirit.
The first step of this life of faithfulness to God, the Christian life, is a man's baptism with water, which by his own decision is requested of the community and which is administered by the community, as the binding confession of his obedience, conversion and hope, made in prayer for God's grace, wherein he honours the freedom of this grace.
